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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

Mr. SPURGEON says: “Rome rages 
ever; she is always the same in her 
fiery instincts, but one of the worst 
ills with which she could visit us would 
be to make us feel towards her 
votaries as bitterly as she makes them 
feel towards us.” Let us always re- 
member this Christian sentiment in our 
intercourse with Roman Catholics. 
They are, in the words of the prophet, 
“a people robbed and spoiled; they 
are for a prey, and none delivereth; 
for a spoil, and none saith, restore.” 
(Is. xlii., 22.) 





Tuis number of the ConvertTep 
CatTruHoOLic will be sent to all who have 
been getting it during the last year; but 
after this only those who have renewed 
their subscriptions, or who will write 
to us during this month, can be sup- 
plied with it. Inability from any cause 
whatever to renew at this time, if 
made known to us, will receive prompt 
attention. But if you have neither 
paid the subscription nor written to 
this office, do not expect the paper 
after this month. 





The 
Reformed Catholic Work, 


The first Sabbath of the new year 
witnessed a large congregation in Ma- 
York. 
O’Connor preached on the enjoyments 


sonic Temple, New Father 
of the gifts of the Creator, the mate- 
rial blessings that make life worth liv- 
ing, and above all the gift of His love, 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. He dwelt 
on the life of the Christian who, like the 
Virgin Mary, rejoices in God his Sa- 
viour. The Christian always rejoiced, 
and good reason he had to do so, 
When he (Father O'Connor) was in 
the seminary the students were taught 
that the best curb for exuberant ani- 
mal spirits was to remember our past 
sins. In his own experience he could 
say that was always a check on vivac- 
ity. Young priests were taught to walk 
the streets with downcast eyes, and 
wear an air of sanctity. But such 
counsels did not prevent them from 
taking sly peeps at interesting objects. 
\ true Christian should walk humbly, 
but with the dignity of a child of God. 
iby the sacrifice of Calvary, by the full 
tonement of Jesus Christ, our past 
sins were blotted out. To remember 
them with sorrow,to repent of them sin- 
cerely, and to believe with all the pow- 
ers of the soul that the Son of God 
had paid our debt to divine justice and 
made us free-—this was the glorious 
privilege of the Christian, and he re- 
joiced in it. Life has its cares and 
troubles, but they touched lightly the 
soul that is at peace with God. All the 
anxieties of the past year were now 
over, but the days of gladness and the 
joys of sweet communion with God 


our Father, through Jesus Christ our 
Mediator in the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost continued with us. 


And thus 
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we begin the new year rejoicing as 
Christians that the Lord is with us. 
With this Christian life he contrasted 
the interior life in convents, drawing 
his illustrations from his own knowl- 
edge of the manner in which such in- 
stitutions are conducted, and fromthe 
testimony of the young girls who had 
recently come out of the convent of 
the Marianite Sisters on West Thirty- 
ninth Street, and whom he had re- 
ceived into the Reformed Catholic 
Church the previous Sabbath. He 
quoted from the poem of Martin Far- 
quhar Tupper, “The Nun's Appeal,” 
and said that in countries where the 
system of convent life is not restrained 
by the watchful supervision of Protes- 
tant eyes, shocking abuses are to be 
found. Some license may be allowed 
to the imagination of the poet, but the 
experience of every priest has been 
that there is more misery and wretch- 
edness in the average convent than can 
be found among the same number of 
In Chica- 
go he was chaplain to a community of 


women in any community. 


Christian Brothers, the teachers of the 
parochial schools, and his experience 
of them taught him that they were no 
happier nor more virtuous in their lives 
than the When spiritually- 
minded, the energies of their souls 


nuns. 


were wasted in prayers to “saints,”’ de- 
the heart,” 
recitation of the “rosary,” etc. 


votions to the 


“ sacred 
Even 
in the hands of the Apostle Paul these 
would not be good instruments for 
warding off temptations against “ the 
world, the flesh, and the devil.” When 
he was sore pressed by temptations the 
relief that came to him was the assur- 
sufficient for 
thee,”’ the grace that comes by faith in 
Christ; not by works, lest it should be 


ance: “My grace is 














our own, and we should glory in it. 
During the week following this first 
Sabbath of 1885, Father O’Connor was 
visited at his office by a young man 
with whom he had made an appoint- 
ment at the close of the service. He 
was a Roman Catholic, and was in- 
duced to speak to Father O’Connor by 
something in the sermon that touched 
his heart. He was a young man of 
fine education, being a graduate of the 
University of Manchester, England. 
His history is a singularone. He was 
born in Ecuador of English parents, 
his father being a Protestant and his 
mother a Roman Catholic. So in- 
tensely Romish was that South Amer- 
ican state that permission could not be 
obtained from the government to hold 
Protestant 


services in any part of 


it. There were very few Protest- 
ants there twenty years ago, and when 
one of them died, this gentleman’s 
father had the greatest difficulty in 
obtaining a plot of land to bury him. 
The English residents generally sent 
their children to England to receive an 
This 


placed in a school conducted by a Con- 


education. young man_ was 
gregational minister, and was brought 
up as a Protestant; but as his mother 
was a Roman Catholic, he thought it 
his duty to examine the faith of that 
Church also. He placed himself un- 
der the religious instruction of the 
Jesuits in Manchester, and, of course 
was soon received into that Church. 
His spiritual adviser was a Jesuit, 
Father Henry O’Connor, had 
spent many years in Germany, and 
who had compiled an artful pamphlet 
against Martin Luther. [More of this 
pamphlet hereafter.] After graduat- 
ing from the University, the Jesuits 
wished to send the young man to their 


who 
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famous college, Stonyhurst, but they 
first advised him to announce his “‘con- 
version’ to Romanism to his mother. 
This he did, and some months later 
received the that his 
father was dead and that his mother 
had become a Protestant! 


intelligence 


Here was 
He naturally thought that 
his mother would be 


a dilemma. 
overjoyed to 
learn that he had embraced her faith; 
and behold her now rebuking him for 
becoming a Catholic! She forbade 
him to enter the Jesuit College, and 
ordered 


him to to Ecuador. 


His allowance was cut off, and when 


return 


the Jesuits learned that, they were un- 
willing to receive him into their col- 
lege unless he would join their order. 
This he would not do, and to escape 
out of a part of the difficulties into 
which he had plunged he came to New 
York last year. He is now endeavor- 
ing to find his way back to Protestant- 
ism, but he finds it more difficult than 
he imagined, for the seeds of error 
have been sown deeply by his Jesuit 
teaching. He says he would find it 
much easier to lapse into infidelity 
than to believe the Bible way of salva- 
tion. Nothing but earnest, fervent 
prayer to God, prayer to Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour will save him. 





Qaaaene 


WE SINCERELY THANK OUR FRIENDS, 


who not only have renewed their 


subscriptions, but have sent us many 
new subscribers. If all who wish us 
God-speed in this work will help in 
this manner, our heart will be cheered 
and our hands strengthened to press 
on in the name of the Lord. We are 
very much encouraged by the tokens 
of good will that come to us with sub- 
scriptions, and we assure our friends 
that by God’s grace we shall continue 
to do our best in this good cause. 





CONVRETS FROM ROME. 


The Rev. Frank Edge Kavanagh 
was one of the first converts from the 
Roman Catholic Church who united 
with the Reformed Catholic movement 
He 


where his father was the editor of an 


in 1879. was born in this city, 


influential Roman Catholic paper. 


Brother Kavanagh was one of our 
most active workers for nearly a year. 
He then entered Princeton Seminary. 
After graduating from that institution, 
he accepted a call to the Reformed 
Church, Hyde Park, N. Y., where he 
labored for a year. In the early part 
of this year, he was called to the pas- 
toral charge of the Presbyterian 
Church, Wappingers Falls, N.Y., where 
he has already distinguished himself as 
a scholarly and eloquent preacher. 
We sorely missed him from the Re- 
formed Catholic work, where his brill- 
iant talents could be used for the en- 
lightenment of his former co-religion- 
ists. Our hope is that he will return 
to this work and help to rescue his 
Roman Catholic brethren frem idola- 
try and superstition. Whose hearts 
will the Lord incline towards establish- 
ing a fund for the support of such 
ministers as Brother Kavanagh, Rev. 
Ir. Casey of Montreal, Rev. Dr. Mur- 
phy of Oskaloosa, lowa, Rev. James 
H. Keeley of Knox, Pa., and many 
other converted Catholics, who are 
now filling the pulpits of various de- 
nominations, and who could do such 
a glorious work in preaching the Gos- 
pel to Roman Catholics, the Gospel 
that alone can check the progress of 
Rome in this country, and which those 
brethren can best preach to their for- 
mer associates? The harvest is ready 
and the laborers are ready, if only the 
stewards of the Lord’s gifts will put 
them to work. Let it not be said that 
they should trust in the Lord to pro- 
vide all things necessary, as the pres- 
ent workers in the Reformed Catholic 
movement are doing. In their various 
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denominations their congregations re- 
alize that they who preach the Gos- 
pel should live by the Gospel, and that 
the laborer needs food and raiment, as 
well as learning and the grace of God 
to effectually preach Christ and Him 
crucified as the hope of the world. 

There is greater demand than ever 
for such preachers to stem the tide of 
Roman superstition that is spreading 
over the United States, and the con- 
verted Catholic ministers in the vari- 
ous denominations are ready and wil- 
ling to work in this vineyard. The 
Rev. Dr. Murphy in a recent com- 
munication says, “ You give me credit 
for persistent efforts to call attention 
to the importance of the evangeliza- 
tion of the Roman Catholics. I now 
see I have been rather intermittent in 
my efforts. To be sure I have done 
something, but nothing in comparison 
to what I will do, God willing. The 
Church of Christ and the nation are 
asleep. ‘There must come a period of 
agitation before the era of action. In 
some form or other I am committed to 
this work, and intend to write concern- 
ing it,and create the sentiment from 
which action springs. I would espe- 
cially call attention to the ConveRTED 
CATHOLIC and urge upon all who desire 
to aid and have a good understanding 
of the work and its needs to subscribe 
for it.” 

The Rev. H. H. Fairall, D.D., of 
Iowa City, who was for many years 
superintendent of missions in connec- 
with the American and Foreign 
Christian Union, has taken a deep in- 
terest in this movement, and will re- 
ceive subscriptions for the CONVERTED 
CaTHOLic from friends in the West. 
In an editorial in the /owa Methodist 
he says, “If Dr. Murphy and other 
converts from Rome could be spared 
from their regular Church work to 
labor with Father O'Connor, great en- 
thusiasm would be aroused.” 


tion 


We ask our readers who believe in 
earnest, fervent prayer to God, to send 
up petitions to the throne of grace 
that the way may be opened for these 
brethern to enter upon this work. 





w eee eye SS 
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The subjoined letters are further 
evidence of the interest of these breth- 
ren. This Reformed Catholic move- 
ment is very near the heart of every one 
who has been a Roman Catholic: 

My Dear Sir: [ am, like yourself, 
a convert from the Church of Rome, 
and although during the past eight 
years a minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, I have not lost my interest in 
the evangelization of my Roman 
Catholic countrymen. I long to see 
Irishmen: everywhere respected and 
honored: and I believe in my soul 
that the true religion of Jesus Christ 
is what they need to enable them to 
reach this plane. Itherefore look up- 
on the work in which you are engaged 
as not only Christian, but eminently 
patriotic ; and most earnestly do I 
commend the reformed Catholic move- 
ment to the sympathy and support of 
all true Protestants. I rejoice with 
you on the large measure of success 
which has crowned your labors in the 
past years, and pray that during the 
coming year you may be still more 
successful. May the Gospel not only 
have free course among our country- 
men in the Great Republic, but may 
Ireland too share in the blessing, that 
her sons may learn that the true way 
to be free is to be a Christian. 

Your Sincere Friend, 
Joun J. Casey. 
Taylor Presbyterian Church, Montreal. 


DEAR BROTHER : 

I have the privilege of expressing 
my deep interest in your work as well 
as in that of your excellent colleagues. 
An Irishman and a Catholic by birth, a 
Protestant Christian by conversion, and 
an American by reason of long years 
of citizenship, from childhood up, I 
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have had the deepest interest in my 
former countrymen and co-religion- 
ists. It has been the fond hope of my 
life that I might some day be able to 
preach “the unsearchable riches of 
Christ ” to our Roman Catholic breth- 
ren. “I bear them record that they 
have a zeal of God, but not according 
to knowledge.” 

The truth they have is overlaid with 
error. ‘To reach them it seems to me 
these things are necessary. 

I. The truth preached in love by 
one who himself was once in their 
blindness, but now by faith rejoices in 
hope of the glory of God. 

Il. The presence and power of the 
Holy Ghost to convict, convert, and to 
sanctify. 

Ill. A Christian organization of 
all who have escaped from Rome to 
receive and edify all who will “come 
out and be separate” from the Pope 
and Popery. 

Such an organization might be 
formed outside of any of the denomina- 
tions, or in anyof them. If the former 
the movement must stand alone, and 
should be supported with the prayers 
and means of the Christian denomina- 
tions. 

Will not the denominations discern 
the hand of God pointing to duty and 
a glorious opportunity in this move- 
ment? In some form I have deter- 
mined to be an advocate and a suppor- 
ter of your work. 

Praying that your people and all 
our countrymen may have the liberty 
of the sons of God in the Gospel, I 

am yours in Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
DENNIS MURPHY. 
Presiding Elder Towa Conference, M. 
E. Church. 
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My Experience and Conversion, 


By James T. BRENNAN. 





My parents were Roman Catholics. 
I was born in the southwest of Ire- 
land, a place remarkable for the ex- 
treme bigotry of its people. Of my 
father’s family, his only brother was 
mother’s side 


a priest, and on my 


one of her brothers was a priest, 


and at least two of her sisters nuns. 
One of my brothers is a monk, and is 
now in a monastery in Ireland. ‘Two 


of my sisters became nuns, one of 
whom died in the convent. 

My early teachings were very strict. 
I was obliged to attend to my religious 
duties regularly in my childhood. I was 
baptized by a priest and confirmed by 
a bishop ; went to confession regularly; 


have received absolution from the 
priest, and also have partaken of the 
rucharist, or Holy Communion. | 
was a regular attendant at the mass, 
and have numbers of times assisted at 
the services as clerk or acolyte. I 
was not allowed to frequent or even 
enter a 
taught that 


denomination 


Protestant church, and was 
Protestants of whatever 
were wicked heretics ; 
and from our catechism learned that 
ail were damned outside the people of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

I received a common-school educa- 
tion, and although very apt in making 
the Latin responses in the mass, etc., 
I had never read a single chapter of the 
Word of God. Indeed, I always under- 
stood that 
strictly prohibited by 
priests on the ground that it was not 


reading the Bible was 


bishops and 


susceptible of private interpretation. 
When eighteen years of age I left 


Ireland and came to America, and in 
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1871 married a Protestant lady. One 
year afterwards the Lord blessed us 
with a little boy; when three years old 
he was an unusually handsome and in- 
telligent child. We loved, or rather 
more properly speaking, we idolized 
him. Indeed, he was so mild, loving 
and gentle, that he was beloved by the 
entire neighborhood. 

But God wanted him, and in Janu- 
ary, 1876, he took his place with the 
redeemed around God’s eternal throne. 
I saw the child was dying, and throw- 
ing myself alongside of his cot in the 
presence of several people, I promised 
the Lord that if he would only spare 
child 


He died and I hardened my heart. I 


the I would be a better man. 
never believed in, nor would I discuss 
the subject of experimental religion. 
I viewed with distrust anyone who 
professed it, and people who separated 
themselves from the world and prayed 
or spoke with a good deal of fervor I 
classed as enthusiasts or fanatics. My 
wife was converted in the summer of 
1876 while on a visit to her father. 
Knowing my abhorrence of such pro- 
fessions she was loath to inform me. 
But the first evening after coming 
home she told me that she had salva- 
tion. I was very angry, and told her 
I did not want to hear anything about 
it. She was very devoted, and I 
learned afterwards that she prayed 
without ceasing for me. She com- 
menced having family prayers, but I 
At one 
time, feeling indisposed, she requested 
me to read a portion of Scripture. I 


would take no part in them. 


took up a novel I had been reading 
and suggested that a chapter out of it 
would be far more interesting. 

I was very profane. I was a gam- 
bler, and I would often play cards on 
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the holy Sabbath day. I was a to- 
bacco user, and had been for eighteen 
years. I did not use intoxicating 
drinks, but I loved to congregate with 
the boys in the bar, and was an adept 
in telling a funny (filthy and vile) 
I did everything I could to 
discourage my wife. 


story. 
I spent my eve- 
nings if playing cards or in some other 
kind of wickedness, and when at home 
would argue religion with her, and 
claim that my religion was eighteen 
hundred years old, and dated back to 
Christ’s time, having Peter for the first 
Pope, while her’s was a new kind of 
religion. 

But her every-day life in keeping 
the Commandments of God impressed 
me very seriously. I saw that in fol- 
lowing out the principles of her pro- 
fession she had love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, etc. (see Gal. v., 
22), and she would often tell me about 
the faith, and how God saved her, and 
that she knew God was pleased with 
her, and that she was ready to die at 
any moment. It certainly set me to 
thinking, and I examined my own case 
as follows: 

I have been to confession and re- 
ceived forgiveness of sins. I have 
been confirmed by the bishop, which 
is supposed to be an impartation of the 
Holy Ghost, and how is it that I am full 
Unclean- 
ness, wrath, strife, envying, revellings, 


of everything that is bad? 


and such like (Gal. v., 21) have a place 
I am 
Then my 


in me. Iam not ready to die. 
not ready to meet God, 
mind would revert to my early teach- 
ings—to the priests whom I knew and 
to whom I had made my confession— 
how they used to drink whiskey and 
tell their funny stories, and instead of 


having the Spirit of Christ, many of 
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them were ignorant, harsh, uncouth 
men, often using physical force to ac- 
complish their ends. 

I had seen some of them drunk and 
unable to take care of themselves when 
And then 
the thought came, “ Did the great all- 
wise God, when here on earth in the 


away from their parish. 


Second Person of the adorable Trinity, 
delegate to such characters the power 
Did he, the Son of 
God, the blessed Jesus who left his 


to forgive sin? 


throne in heaven and suffered the ig- 
nominious death of the Cross, intend 
that wicked, sensual men should act in 
God forbid.” 

The Holy Spirit continued to strive 


that capacity ? 


with me, and I often prayed to the 
But 
having been educated as I was I still 


Lord and promised to do better. 


clung to the idea that religion consisted 
in simply going to confession and 
communion, and turning over a new 
Of 


course I always failed to get relief. 


leaf, and doing the best I could. 


On Sunday, April 20, 1879, while sit- 
ting in my office ruminating over my 
business matters, the Spirit of God 
shone into my heart and I saw my 
awful condition clearer than ever be- 
I knelt the 
poured out my-soul to him. 


fore. before Lord and 
I re- 
pented of my sins. I promised God 
to serve him faithfully. My mind was 
kept 
praying to God, got sweet peace and 
felt that I was in the right way. My 


early religious teachings and the many 


wonderfully exercised. I on 


isms that really seemed to be part of 
myself disappeared. I lost all faith in 
Roman Catholicism, and realized for 
the first time that there is no other 
name under heaven given us among 
men whereby we must be saved. (Acts 
iv.,12; alsol. John ii.,1.) I felt that I 
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was doing all I possibly could, but 
still had not the evidence of sins for- 


given. I kept looking to God during 
the week. I got some help, but there 


was an indescribable something that I 
wanted. On Saturday evening, the 
26th instant, we had family prayers. 
About 9.30 p.M., my wife and child 
having retired, I went into another 
room to read the Bible and meditate 
The Spirit was making in- 
for 
which cannot be uttered. 
26.) 
until one o’clock in the morning. I 


and pray. 


tercession me with groanings 
(Rom. vill., 
I prayed and importuned God 
was in a terrible state: the burden of 


sin was simply awful. I was com- 


pletely crushed. It seemed to me as 
if I was going to be lost. The agony 
and suspense is indescribable. I 
looked to Christ with my whole soul 
wrapped in the one cry, “Lord, be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner.” 

And at last 


seemed to be a solemn calm, a fearful 


mercy came. ‘There 
hush; the blood of Jesus availed for 
My 


The regenerating 


me. My load of guilt was gone. 
sins were forgiven. 
power of the Holy Ghost permeated 
my whole being. I was born again. I 
was filled with God's holy spirit. 

I bounded to my feet, ran into my 
wife’s room shouting glory and praise 
to Almighty God. 
o'clock in the morning. 


It was nearly two 
My wife 
awoke, somewhat alarmed at the noise, 
but saw in a minute that I was saved, 
and we rejoiced together. Oh, the 
love of God! It was wonderful. It 
thrilled my soul and body. 

How the Scripture was fulfilled: “If 
any Christ 
creature ; old things are passed away ; 


” 


man be in he is a new 
behold all things are become new. 


(II. Cor. v., 17.) All my evil habits left 
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me. My violent temper, profanity, 
gambling propensities, tobacco and 
everything that was devilish disap- 
peared. Individuals I once hated I 
now loved. All went smoothly for a 
few weeks, when I discovered an evil 
principle within me, a secret inclina- 
tion to sin, the remains of corruption. 
The old man Adam still had a lurking- 
place in my heart, and although I 
loved God with my whole soul, still I 


had some terrible battles with the 
enemy to keep from falling. I felt 
that I needed something more. My 
sins were pardoned, but my soul was 


not cleansed. I felt it was God's will 
that this second work should be done 
(1. John i., 9.) So I bowed 
before God and reconsecrated myself 
to him. 


for me. 


I offered myself to him as 
directed in Rom. xii., 1, and in sub- 
stance said: 

Take my soul and body’s powers, 

Take my memory, mind and will ; 
All my goods and all my hours, 

All I know and all I feel. 

He answered my prayer in a won- 
derful manner. God the Holy Ghost 
filled me with the unction and power 
from Heaven—with Himself, blessed be 
His holy name—and I was cleansed— 
the Scriptures were fulfilled. “But if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
son, cleanseth us from all sin.” (I. 
John, i., 7.) 

Cleanseth is in the present tense, 
and A-L-L spells All, blessed be God. 

My eyes were opened wide; I saw 
that to be achild of God meant not 
only forgiveness of sins, not only being 
cleansed, but that God also put in my 
soul a hatred for sin; and that I must 
do everything with an eye single to the 
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glory of God. “ Whether therefore ye 
eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God.” (I. Cor. x., 31.) 

And again: “ And whatsoever ye do 
in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
and the Father by Him” (Col. iii., 17). 

Now I saw that wearing gold for 
ornaménts was contrary to the word 
of God, as in I. Tim. ii., 9, where 
women are commanded not to wear 
gold and by parity of reason men also. 
So I arrived at a conclusion that my 
gold chain, signet ring, etc., had to 
be laid aside, as the wearing of them 
was only positive evidence that I 
had pride still in my heart, and 
God says, pride do I hate. Then 
again, I had to sever my connec- 
tion with many societies, for all these 
things were incompatible with my pro- 
fession of being a follower of the meek 
and lowly Jesus Christ—he that was 
I know 
of many professing Christians who 
speak of the benefit of societies. 


despised and rejected of men. 


But the Bible says, “ For as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God.” (Rom. viii., 14.) 

Again: “ Howbeit, when he the 
spirit of truth is come, he will guide 
you into all truth.” (John xvi., 13.) 
And I venture the assertion that the 
man who is led by the Spirit of God 
will never find it necessary to lean on 
human strength. 

Please read II. Cor. vi., 4-18. 
II. Cor. vii., 1. 

It is now over five years since I got 
saved. I find that I am highly exalted 
because I have found the pearl of 


And, 


great price. In this salvation there 
are waters that a child can wade in 
and also depths that no human line 
3ut I find obedience bet- 


can fathom. 
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ter than sacrifice. I find the best faith 
in Christ is the faith that shows us the 
importance of purifying ourselves, even 
as heis pure. (I. John iii., 3.) 

In closing, let me say this paper was 
not written for any selfish purpose, 
nor for the benefit, or in favor of 
any visible church organization, but is 
written for God's glory. And if it is 
the means of letting the light of the 
Gospel of Christ shine in the heart of 
one soul that is in darkness, then its 
mission is a success. 
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A Happy Conversion. 





3y Pror. Wm. S. CourTNEY. 

PENNINGTON SEMINARY, NEW JERSEY. 

I was born and reared within the 
circle of a Roman Catholic family, and 
taught Roman 
Catholic Church was the only true 
Church. 

Until eighteen years of age I had 
an unwavering faith in all her teach- 
ings. At 


to believe that the 


this time it was my good 
fortune to enter into business relations 
with a Protestant gentleman. Prior to 
this, my associations had been almost 
exclusively with Roman Catholics. 
Now I live and jabor with Protestants 
—Christian Protestants. Though ad- 
dicted to profanity, I was regarded by 
my Roman Catholic 
Christian; but my Protestant friends 


brethren as a 


did not so consider me. 

I swiftly and 
thoughtlessly repeated prayers learned 
from a Roman Catholic catechism. 


In my devotions 


These friends read a portion of God's 
Word, after which the father was wont 
to offer an earnest prayer. These de- 
votiona] exercises had an arousing 


tendency. Yet I was unwilling to lay 
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aside my profanity and formal prayers. 


Being assisted in my labors by a young 
man, a member of the family, I no- 
ticed that whenever he heard me blas- 
pheme, his countenance very plainly 
bespoke grave displeasure. I expected 
a reproof from him. I thought,if he 
attempts that, I will answer him quickly 
and boldly. One day I fell into an 
angry passion and blasphemous words 


escaped my lips. The reproof came, 


but not as I had anticipated. It was 
done in an affectionate manner. 
“Will, you ought not to swear.” 


I had now no reason for my intended 
reply. With a feeling of shame I said, 
“Why I couldn't suppress it if I should 
try.’ 


" “Yes you can,” said he; “I used 


to swear and have overcome the habit. 


I know you can if you try.’’ These 
words were very encouraging. I 
had often wished for deliverance 


from the evil practice, but had con- 


cluded that all my efforts to over- 


come it would be vain. A reso- 


lution to conquer was then made and 
successfully carried out. Having as- 
sumed the task chiefly in my 


strength, 


own 
nearly a year elapsed be- 
fore its accomplishment. But never 
shall I forget this, my first moral vic- 
spirit departed, 


tory. As this evil 


angels truly seemed to come and 
minister unto me. 

The change was so pleasing, I cried 
unto Jesus for recognition and for a 
perfect application of His blood to my 
heart. I found the promise, “ Ask and 
ye shall receive,” 
fied. Being thus blessed through Pro- 
testant instrumentalities, I gradually 
drifted towards their means of grace. 


most gloriously veri- 


I bless God that within their religious 
domain I received many a blessing. 
Having been an attendant of both 
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churches ( Protestant and Roman Cath- 
olic), Ihave had a rare opportunity for 
judging the religious status of both de- 
nominations. ‘The investigation con- 
tinued upwards of two years, and fin- 
ally resulted in a strong conviction 
that 
tholicism. 


Protestantism far exceeded Ca- 
My religious experience 
was now one of much peace and hap- 
piness. 

Ere long, however, the thought came 
that while it was proper and right for 
me to attend, or visit occasionally, 
churches of different denominations, 
still identification with some particular 
one was very essential to my spiritual 
development. 

Previous to this my experience had 
been as cheery and bright as the noon- 
But now the 


had 


with healing in his wings, seemed to 


day sun. sun of right- 


eousness who risen in mv soul, 


have reached his zenith and to be 
gradually but surely descending. Then 
began such agony of soul and depres- 
sion of spirits zs I am unable to por- 
tray. I strove .o live even more right- 
eously than I had formerly done. I 
prayed more freyuently and earnestly, 
yet the Lord’s face seemed more and 
more obscured each day, until finally 
my vision failed to penetrate the inter- 
vening clouds. 

Oh the awfulness, the wretchedness 
of that experience! Daily for weeks 
and months I was obliged to leave my 
work, and to cry unto God for mercy 
and enlightenment; not for enlighten- 
ment as to the Church with which | 
should be identified, for this was al- 
ready settled, but for light as to how I 
might carry out my convictions, and at 
the same time shield my parents and 
friends from the awful blow. While 
thus praying one day, I saw that this 























might be done by leaving my native 
place. I promised God I would do 
this. I arose to my feet with the assur- 
ance that the Lord was still my Lord. 
Yet, greatly to my disappointment, I 
felt that the clouds had not been utter- 
ly dispersed. I then said : 

“Only Thou my Leader be, 

And I still will follow Thee.” 

Several weeks later, the young man 

formerly alluded to was talking with 
me upon the doctrines of two of the 
In course 
“We 
differ a little respecting some matters, 


Protestant denominations. 
of the conversation, he said: 


but I should be pleased to see you 
join either of those churches,” 

“ This has been my expectation for 
some time, and I have been praying 
for it ever since you have been here.” 
The thought that he had been praying 
for me for nearly four years was sur- 
prising and pleasing. His last word 
was scarcely uttered before I had de- 
cided, not only to unite with a Protes- 
tant church, but to do so in the imme- 
diate community. 

I resolved to attend their religious 
services on the following Sabbath, and 
to unite with a Protestant church at 
the earliest opportunity. There was 
to be a love-feast in the church of my 
And after a 
little inquiry as to the character of the 
meeting, I decided on attending. 


choice on this very day. 


But just before reaching the church 
(Sunday morning), I saw my father 
driving up the street. Now, I thought, 
my hopes and expectations for the 
present are all blighted. For, knowing 
he was on his way to a Roman Catho- 
lic church, I supposed he would 
either ask where I was going, or invite 
He made no in- 
quiry, however, but said, “ Your broth- 


me to go with him. 
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er will soon be along; you can ride 
with him.” I went on tothe meeting. 
As soon as opportunity was afforded, I 
tremblingly arose to my feet, professed 
conversion, and expressed a desire to 
be numbered among them. 

My father hearing of this paid me a 
visit. After a few words of greeting 
he said, “I didn’t see you at church 
last Sunday.” “No,” I replied, “because 
I was at a Protestant church.” 

“So I heard, and I understand you 
intend joining that church?” “ Yes 
sir.”” 

Presently tears began to course down 
his cheeks, and he said, “I beg of you 
to come home with me.” 

His pleadings became almost unen- 
durable. Seeing my unwillingness to 
grant his request, he departed, giving 
me to understand that he intended to 
accomplish his task before the dawn of 
another day. He returned in the even- 
ing, and for some hours strove with me 
most earnestly. 

Once or twice he had almost per- 
suaded me todo what I could not be- 
lieve was right. My youngest brother, 
who was then about six or seven years 
of age, was sick, and just before father 
left him had said, ‘* Papa, don’t come 
home without Will.” At the utterance 
of these words I gave vent to my feel- 
ings and resolved to yield to the en- 
gut the Lord 
enabled me to withstand even this. 


treaties of my family. 


Finally I succeeded in getting away 
from them, and they were obliged 
3ut oh 
they left behind them one whose heart 


to return home without me. 
was heavy and sad. For I loved them 
and my soul was in anguish, because 
since our religious belief was so differ- 
My 


Protestant friends soon began to think 


ent I could not comfort them. 
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my surroundings rather perilous, and 
hastened my departure to a distant 
city. 

During my absence my pastor wrote 
to Dr. Hanlon, President of Pen- 
nington Seminary, stating my case to 
him and asking if I might be admitted 
to his school? The request was readi- 
ly granted and I soon became one of his 
students. Since my conversion near- 
ly five years have elapsed. During 
this time perplexities and misgivings 
respecting temporal matters have occa- 
have never 
doubted the Word of God exercised in 


sionally arisen; but I 
my conversion. I have always felt it 
was good to be a Christian. Soon af- 
ter conversion my life was threatened. 

To this I said,“You may take my life 
but not my religion.” We naturally 
cling most tenaciously to that which is 
most precious, and Christ is more 


precious to me now than ever. 





o—— 


The Late Father Lake. 


The death of Mr. George G. Lake, 
one of New York’s wealthy merchants, 
resulting from a coilision with a street- 
car, recalls the fate of his gifted son 
Henry. Seduced by the Jesuits, who 
are constantly laying snares for the 
sons of wealthy Protestants (they care 
nothing for poor Protestants), he be- 
came a Roman Catholic and went to 
Rome to prepare for the priesthood. 
In due time he was ordained, and re- 
turning to thiscity was appointed to 
one of the Catholic churches. He 
was a striking, handsome young man, 
refined and elegant in manners, and his 
preaching soon crew a number of 
Protestants, especially ladies, to hear 


him. Following out the instructions 
he received at Rome, he made the 


school question a special feature of his 
discourses. His addresses were pub- 
lished in all the daily papers of the 
city and created a great stir at the 
time. The Jesuits confidently expect- 
eda large accession to their ranks 
from the Protestants who lavished 
social attentions on young Father 


Lake. 


a great favorite in society, but unlike 


Like our friend Capel, he was 


him, he was a gentleman to the man- 


ner born. Father Lake’s 
friends was a lady of the theatrical 


profession who organized a brilliant 


Among 


exhibition, in connection with the con- 
vent schools attached to the Church. 
Some days after the performance she 
announced her “conversion ”’ to the 
Roman Catholic faith, and was re- 
ceived into that Church. This created 
a sensation, but a greater sensation 
awaited the public when a few weeks 
later Father Lake and herself eloped 
to California. The Jesuits used their 
influence with the press to cause it to 
appear that the elopement was merely 
a pleasure trip taken by the new “ con- 
vert” and her spiritual father. They 
sent post haste after Father Lake, and 
told him that if he returned, the lady 
would be amply provided for. But the 
young man’s Protestant training ha 
given him some sense of honor which 
even the Jesuits could not kill, and he 
refused to be separated from the lady 
whom he had made his wife. It is 
said his father, who had not forgiven 
him for becoming a Roman Catholic, 
relented after the son's marriage and 
supplied the young couple with means 
to begin life in the West. Like his 
father, Father Lake was killed by a 
street-car accident in San Francisco, 
and his death so preyed on the father’s 
mind that he gave up business and 
retired to private life. 




















The 
Rome and the Bible. 





We gather the following statements 
concerning the Bible from the utter- 
ances of some of the Popes since the 
Reformation. Innocent XI. com- 
manded, in the year 1687, that “every- 
one shoyld deliver up his Bible to the 
clergy of the place, who should burn 
them.” Clement XI., in a Bull of 
1713, condemned the affirmation of 
Quesnal the Jansensist, that “it is 
useful and necessary at every time and 
in every place that every man should 
study the Holy Scriptures.” Clement 
XIII. threatened every lay reader of 
an Italian translation of the Bible 
with the galleys. 

Pius VII., in a Bull in 1816, said 
“he trembled at the spread of the 
Holy Scriptures. This distribution is 
a most artful crime, through which the 
true foundations of religion will be un- 
dermined ; it is a pestilence which 
must be healed and extirpated ; a most 
corrupting pollution tothe faith of any 
soul. It has been proved by experience 
that the distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures in the Mother-tongue has 
done more mischief than good.” The 
same Pope in 1819 issued a Bull con- 
cerning the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures in the Irish schools, which states 
that this is sowing weeds, giving cor- 
rupt teaching, whereby the children in 
early years are inoculated with a most 
injurious poison. 

In the year 1824, in an Encyclical, 
Leo XII. speaks of “a certain Society, 
generally known as the Bible Society, 
which is spreading over the world the 
Protestant Bible, which is the Gospel 
of the Devil.” Gregory XVI. issued 
a Bull in 1844 against the Bible Society, 
in which he says, “We have decided 
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to condemn with Apostolic authority 
At the same 
time he commands the clergy “to tear 
the Bible in the Mother-tongue from 
the hands of the faithful.” Pope Pius 
IX., in January, 


every Bible Society.” 


1850, says, “The 
Bible Society ventures to spread abroad 
the Scriptures in the Mother-tongue 
without any ecclesiastical notes or 
warning. Under false deception it in- 
vites the faithful to read the same. 
You, reverend brethren, will see with 
what watchful wisdom you must bestir 
yourselves to awaken in the faithful a 
holy horror of such poisonous reading.” 

According to these extracts, there- 
fore, the world can receive no more 
dangerous book than the Bible, no- 
thing from which it should shrink with 
more hatred. 
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Our friend and brother, Thomas F. 
Leyden writes from Boston, Dec. 16, 
1884: “Since my conversion from 
Roimanism to Christianity, I have been 
the humble instrument in the hands of 
our Heavenly Father in telling the 
good news of pardon for sin and a 
tull and free salvation through the 
blood and mediatorship of Jesus only 
to many hundreds of my former co- 
religionists, and God has blessed my 
efforts in the conversion of not a few 
Roman Catholics who are now rejoic- 
ing in the liberty of the Gospel. When 
I was converted and realized the full 
meaning of being born again, our 
Heavenly Father gave me such a full 
baptism of the Holy Spirit that I could 
not keep quiet; I must let my light 
shine. 

“A few evenings ago I had a long 
talk with Rev. Father Bodfish, chancel- 
lor of the Cathedral. He brought for- 
ward the worn-out doctrines of the 
Church of Rome, and I with the 
‘Sword of the Spirit’ combated 
them. He could not stand sound 
doctrine, and found the Word to be 
sharper than a two-edged sword.” 





The 





Father Chiniquy in Montreal, 





Father Chiniquy’s recent visit to 
Canada was productive of much good. 
At a meeting of all the Protestant 
ministers of Montreal, strong resolu- 
tions deprecating the violence of the 
Roman Catholic mob were adopted. 
Father Chiniquy’s farewell meeting is 
thus reported in the Montreal papers 
of Dec. 17, 1884: 

Erskine Church was filled with an 
enthusiastic audience on the occasion 
of the farewell meeting of Rev. Mr. 
Chiniquy. The Rev. R. H. Warden 
presided. ‘The meeting was opened 
with religious exercises, after which 
the Rev. Mr. Chiniquy was called up- 
on to speak on “The Rome of the 
Emperors and the Rome of the 
Popes.” 

In the opening he spoke briefly of 


the trials and persecutions of the 

Christians under the early heathen 
“ ” > ay 

emperors. But,” said he, “I have 


compared the two Romes and I tell 
you that the Rome of the Cxsars was 
infinitely better than the Rome of the 
Popes. There have been more infamy, 
more crimes, more tyranny, more un- 
godliness, in the Rome of the Popes 
than in the Rome of the Cesars. I 
do not say that to insult the Roman 
Catholics. The Pope of Rome is a 
fraud, a fraud in every sense. He is 
the greatest fraud the world has ever 
seen. He pretends to derive his pow- 
er from Peter, but we do not find a 
single word in the Bible to substantiate 
this doctrine or to show that Peter 
ever went Rome. And even if 
Peter had been in Rome it does not 
prove that he had been a ruler over 
the other apostles. When the disci- 
ples disputed, among themselves who 
should be the first, did Christ say at 
any time that one of them would be 
the first? The honest writers of the 
us that 
of the Pope was not 
the first six or seven 
the first bishop who 


to 


Roman Catholic Church tell 
the supremacy 
spoken of for 
centuries, and 
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took upon himself the title of ‘ Supreine 
Pontiff,’ was rebuked by Gregory the 
Great, who said that any man who 
called himself the supreme pontiff is 
Antichrist. What have they done to 
show the spiritual power of the Pope? 
They had a man named Isidore, who 
wrote a book on this subject, nine- 
tenths of which are simply lies. He 
used the names of saints, councils and 
countries that never existed, in sup- 
port of his statements. This book 
was sent to the Pope, who began to 
adopt its teachings little by little 
through the Church. And here I stand 
ready to prove this thing, before the 
priests and bishop of Montreal from 
their own books and records. Then 
as to the temporal power of the Pope. 
How is it that the Popes became the 
masters of Rome? ‘They have forged 
a title which they said was written by 
Constantine the Great, in which he 
gave to the Pope the greatest part of 
Italy. If all the Popes were to be 
dealt with as they deserved, they 
would all be sent to the penitentiary.” 


He then read the testimony of St. 
Catharine, Erasmus (the great oppo- 
nent of Luther), Chancellor Gerson, 
Baronius, St. Bonaventure, and other 
respected members of the Church of 
Rome, speaking in the plainest terms 
against the degradation of some of the 
Popes. Continuing, he said : “ When 
I had been a Roman Catholic priest 
for fifteen years, I wanted to take a 
rest and visit Rome, but the bishop, 
who had just returned from Rome, 
said tome. ‘No, Chiniquy, you must 
not go to Rome; your eyes are too 
sharp.’ A writer of the Church of 
Rome has said that if, after a second 
admonition, heretics shall remain ob- 
stinate they must be excommunicated 
and exterminated. And why do they 
not do so to us now? Archbishop 
Lynch said the other day that they do 
not do it because they are not strong 
enough! The Pope has not converted 
any nation. The priests have preached 
their religion, but the Christ they 
preach is an idol, awafer. The Pope 
hates the Bible, but he makes the 
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The 


people think he loves it. When I be- 
came a priest I swore that I would 
read the Bible, but I had also to swear 
not to interpret it according to my in- 
telligence, but according to the ‘ Holy 
Father's’ interpretation, The Pope 
has concealed the Bible, but some of 
the rays of light make their way out of 
the prison in which they are held and 
some sguls take hold of them; and it 
is in this way, by the mercy of Christ, 
that many people have received light, 
not from the Pope, but from the Gos- 
pel which he had tried to conceal. 
Some of you will think that I aim very 
hard on the Church of Rome, but you 
are mistaken. ‘The Roman Catholics 
have no better friend thanlam. The 
man who tells the people to leave a 
ship when it is going to sink is their 
friend. I saw that the Romish ship 


.would surely perish and I jumped on 


a rock and cried to the sailors, “Come 
out; the shipis rotten!’ I bless you, 
my friends, for having prayed for me, 
and I hope you will be the true holders 
of the land that your ancestors con- 
quered and made a free country. For 
the last five weeks my room has been 
filied with people from all ranks of life, 
saying: ‘We are tired of the tyranny 
of the Church of Rome; we want to 
come to Christ; we want a religion 
that will not make us slaves of the 
priest.” Help them by your prayers, 
and by sending missionaries to them.” 

The Rev. Prof. Campbell, in moving 
a vote of thanks to the Rev. Mr. Chini- 
quy, said that he was present for the 
sake of the liberties that are threat- 
ened in this province by the Church of 
Rome. ‘They must know that the 
great Anglo-Saxon race, like a mastiff, 
was slow to move and would stand a 
good deal, but there is a time when it 
will bite, and woe to the man whom it 
does bite. He prayed that Mr. Chini- 
quy would be long spared to go on with 
the work to which he had been called. 

The Rev. G. H. Wells, in seconding 
the motion, said that he was anxious, 
with all this community, to do honor 
to the man who had had the courage 
to stand in the face of such danger. 
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He was glad that Father Chiniquy had 
come to us in this campaign and shown 
tous this state of affairs and that he 
has been the means of vindicating our 
rights. 

The vote of thanks having been put 
was carried enthusiastically,after which 
Mr. Chiniquy replied in a feeling man- 
ner, and the meeting closed with the 
benediction. 


The Work in Newark. 


Rev. Stephen T. Dekins, pastor of 
the Reformed Catholic Church, New- 
ark, N. J., conducted the union meet- 
ing at the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation recently, many clergymen of 
all denominations being present. On 
Sunday afternoon he lectured in Bloom- 
field before a large congregation, re- 
ceived a vote of thanks and also an in- 
vitation to come again. In the eve- 
ning he occupied his own pulpit, 
preaching on “ Purgatory; is there 
such a Place, or is it the Outgrowth of 
Superstition?” Before the close of 
this service many Roman Catholics 
and Protestants asked for prayers. A 
young lady about entering a convent 
has recently joined this Church, and 
God is blessing Brother Dekins in the 


work in Newark.. 
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THE DOCTRINES OF WYCLIFFE, the 
pioneer of the Reformation, and his 
bones, were ordered to be burned, 
The ashes were carefully collected. 
and cast into a brook, “that they might 
no more pollute God’s earth.” But 
that brook, as Fuller has said, “‘ did 
convey his ashes into Avon, Avon into 
Severn, Severn into the narrow seas 
And 
thus the ashes of Wyclif became an 


and they into the main ocean. 


emblem of his doctrine, which is now 
dispersed all the world over.” 
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Was the Apostle Peter ever in Rome? 


By Rev. Mason GALLAGHER, OF THE 


REFORMED EpiscopAL CHURCH. 
Part IV. 


As we are dealing with a question 
of vital import, as related to the ex- 
clusive claims of the Church of Rome, 
with its one hundred millions of ad- 
herents, too much importance cannot 
be attached to the testimony of the 
witness who, alone of all appealed to, 
had personal cognizance of the facts 
in the case. 

Clement, as we have 


seen, was a 


contemporary of the Apostle Peter, 
and is the only writer of the period 
who has written a line bearing on the 
subject, now extant. 


the 
ery zeck which attaches the head to 
very k which attaches t head t 


Peter’s residence in Rome is 
the body—the ‘ Primacy of Peter’ to 
the Roman Papacy.” We must do jus- 
tice to the arguments of the eminent 
both Protestant, 
who claim for the Apostle a residence 
in Rome. 


writers, Papal and 
No one has argued in the 
affirmative more ably than the “ cele- 
brated ”’ Protestant scholar, Lardner. 
To the argument drawn from one of 
Clement’s establish 
clearly the fact that the Apostle was 
not at Dr. 
He refers to the 


expressions to 
Rome, Lardner thus re- 
plies. Preface to St. 
Peter’s 1st the 
grandfather of the present primate of 


Epistle, written by 


all England, Dr. Benson, who says: 
“Clemens Romanus (who was per- 
sonally acquainted with the Apostles 
and knew very well where they travel- 
Rome to 
Corinth, and mentions St. Paul’s trav- 


led) writes a letter from 


elling very far to spread the Gospel ; 
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but in the same section though he 
mentions St. Peter’s sufferings and 
martyrdom, yet he says nothing of his 
travelling much, not one word of his 
ever having been in Rome.” To this 
“ First. Itseems to 
me that Clement says Peter and Paul 
suffered martyrdom at 


Lardner replies : 


Rome. For 
speaking of the great multitude of the 
elect, who had been an excellent example 
of patience among them, meaning the 
Romans, he says, they were joined to 
or with the good Apostle, before men- 
tioned. Therefore the Apostles had 
suffered in the same place. Certainly 
Clement who wrote this, did not think 
that Peter died at Babylon in Meso- 
potomia, and Paul at Rome in Italy. 
“Secondly. The reason why Clement 
so particularly Paul’s 
travels, probably was, because the ex- 


mentions St. 


tent of his preaching was very remark- 
able. And it is likely that Clement 
refers to Rom. xv., 19. 

“Thirdly. His omitting to speak of 
Peter’s travels is not a denial of his 
having travelled a great deal. Nor 
does it imply that he had not been at 
St. Paul must have 
some time in the West, and at 


been 
Rome, 
But 
Clement does not say so,though he 

As did the Corin- 
But when we speak 
or write of things well known (as these 


Rome. 
if he suffered martyrdom there. 


knew it very well. 
thians likewise. 


things were at that time), there is no 
It was 
sufficient if Clement mentioned such 


need to be very particular, 


things as would render his exhorta- 
tions effectual. 

“Upon the whole I cannot but think 
that these passages of Clement bear 
a testimony to the martyrdoms both 
of Peter and Paul, and that at Rome, 
which cannot be evaded.” 
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The Chrisiian Observer, Nov. 185 


p. 741, takes an entirely opposite view 


of Clement's words. He writes: “‘ We 
remark two things: First. There is 
no allusion whatever to Rome. That 


city is not named or referred to in any 
way whatever. The Apostle does not 


allude to our own country, or our own 


church,” but he passes from ancient 


examples to the examples of our own 


age or time. 


“Secondly, But, speaking of the two 


most eminent Apostles, Peter and Paul, 


he particularizes one characteristic 
of St. Paul, which 
to St. Peter. 
went many sufferings, till at last being 


does not apply 
Peter, he says, under- 
martyred, he went to the place of 
glory that was due to him. 

‘But of Paul he says, seven times he 
was in bonds, he was whipped, he was 
stoned, he preached both in the East 
West; and so 


taught the whole world righteousness, 


and in the having 
and for that end ¢ravelled even unto 
the utmost bounds of the East, he at 
Here isa 
feature ascribed to St. Paul, which is 


last suffered martyrdom. 


not touched upon in the description 
of St. Peter. 

“Now, when I describe two eminent 
men, and speak of one of them as 
deeply learned, I thereby imply that 
this is a point in which he is distin- 
guished from the other. 

“Tf I say of two brothers, that the 
younger one has travelled much, the 
hearer quite understands me to imply 
that the same thing cannot be said of 
the elder. 

‘And so in like manner, when, pane- 
gyrizing the two apostles, Clement 
points out the feature in St. Paul, that 
he preached doth in the East and in the 
West, and speaks especially of his trav- 
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els ; we rightly understand now to-day 
by implication, that this was a point 
in which he exceeded St. Peter—in 
short, that St. Paul, going to the Gen- 
tiles, preached both in the East and 
in the West; while St. Peter, the Apos- 
tle of 
Babylon, where the Jews were chiefly 
resident. 


or 


the Circumcision, stayed in 


rhe whole drift of Clement’s testi- 
mony then, while it breathes not one 
word in support of St. Peter's visit to 
Rome, does imply, by the distinction 
drawn between him and St. Paul, that 
he did not preach both in the East and 
in the West—z.e., that he did no¢ visit 
Rome. His testimony, therefore, is 
not in Father McCorry’s favor, but 
rather against him. Thus, the very 
first witness produced, instead of prov- 
ing the advocate’s case, goes far to 
establish the very opposite.” 

Ellendorf has written an exhaustive 
critical inquiry on the subject here 
discussed, which was translated in the 
Bibliotheca Sacra for July, 1858, and 
January, 1859. With respect to Clem- 
ent’s language he remarks: ““When we 
remember that according toTertullian’s 
account, Clement was consecrated by 
Peter as Bishop of Rome, the strange 
way in which Clement here mentions 
Peter is very remarkable, and renders 
the account suspicious. When Clem- 
ent says distinctly of Paul, that he 
came to Rome and suffered martyr- 
dom under Nero, the same reason he 
had likewise in the case of Peter, if 
he really had been at Rome, and was 
his friend and teacher.” 

With respect to the alleged testimo- 
ny of Ignatius the same writer says: 
“Are the Epistles of Ignatius genuine ? 
Is that, particularly, to the Romans 
genuine? And if it be genuine, is not 
that ‘Petrus’ smuggled in, like so many 
other things of which criticism must 
clear these Epistles before they have 
their former shape? They can hardly 
serve as testimony in so important a 
matter: least of all can that passage, 
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which in every respect has nothing of 
evidence in itself, even if it be gen- 
uine ” (1859, p. 85). 

How this epistle of Clement was 
practically suppressed and lost in the 
Western Church, for so many centuries, 
is an interesting subject of inquiry— 
we have not time to dwellonit. Ken- 
nion in his work, “St. Peter and 
Rome,” p. 25, thus writes on this point: 

“As an instance of the attempt to 
get rid of documents which are found 
inconvenient, I may mention perhaps 
that very epistle of Clement you al- 
lude to. When we remember the high 
character and prominent position of 
Clement, and the great estimation in 
which this epistle was held, we cannot 
but wonder how it came to be so com- 
pletely suppressed, that for many cen- 
turies no copy was known to exist, and 
that when found it was not in the 
Western, but in the Eastern Church— 
the first MS. coming from Alexandria, 
the second from Constantinople. and 
the third from Syria. The wonder 
ceases when we find that the epistle is 
altogether inconsistent with the pre- 
tensions of the medizval Romish 
Church. Clement of Rome writes as 
a Protestant bishop might do, but cer- 
tainly not as Pio IX. would have done 
under the same circumstances.” 

“Clement was a Roman bishop,” 
Edgar in his “ Variations of 
Popery,” p. 44, “and interested in a 
peculiar manner in the dignity of the 
Roman See. An apostolic predeces- 
sor, besides, would have reflected hon- 
or on his successor in the hierarchy. 
He mentions his pretended predeces- 
sor indeed, but omits any allusion to 
his journey to Rome, or his occupation 
of the Pontifical throne.” 

Another point of great importance 
in this inquiry is the fact that Clem- 
ent does not affirm that the Apostle 
Peter suffered martyrdom. He is the 
only authority worthy of consideration 
as to the matter, who has been ap- 
pealed to, and this from a misconcep- 
tion, we think, of his language. 

Clement’s words are thus rendered 
by an able writer in the Mew Bruns- 
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wick Review, August, 1854, p. 293: 

“Tt is certainly a remarkable fact 
that Clement, whom the ‘ Letters of 
the Pope’ makes the immediate suc- 
cessor of Peter in the Roman Pontifi- 
cate, should have written this long and 
important letter and never have spok- 
en directly or indirectly of Peter hav- 
ing been ‘in Rome.’ The only allu- 
sion it contains to Peter is the fol- 
lowing sentence: ‘ Peter having on ac- 
count of zeal, suffered not one, but 
many hardships (fonous), and thus 
having given his testimony (Aouto mar- 
turesas), went to the deserved place 
of glory.’” 

The testimony of death is plainly 
not alluded to here, for the expression 
“thus” implies that it was the testi- 
mony of “ many hardships.” 


When we consider that the primary 
meaning of the verb here used, and as 
always employed in the New ‘Testa- 
ment, is merely “to witness’; that it 
had no other meaning for a century 
after Clement’s time; that Clement 
uses the same word with respect to 
Abraham (Sec. xvii.), who certainly 
was not executed ; it is clear that he 
gives no testimony to show that the 
Apostle Peter died by violence. This 
point is fully discussed in “ Bacon’s 
Lives of the Apostles,” pp. 276-7, to 
which the reader is referred. 


A careful examination of Clement's 
words, therefore, presents a damaging 
argument against the pretensions of 
the Roman Church, and goes far to 
explain the fact why the noble epis- 
tle of this eminent Apostolic Christian 
laborer was apparently suppressed for 
centuries in the Western Church. The 
silence of Clement, like the silence of 
Paul, and the entire New Testament, 
including the Apostle Peter himself, 
immeasuredly outweighs all subsequent 
traditions and fables with respect to 
the latter’s residence in Rome. 


“When we come to the very coupling 
which is to hold the long train of the 
Papacy to its motive power, we look 


find 


for a bolt, and we 
bulrush.” 


instead a 
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The 
MONSIGNOR CAPEL. 


By an English Priest, who has Re- 
nounced the Church of Rome. 





When this person first arrived in 
New York, 7he Tribune remarked: “A 
silly section of our fashionable society 
gave their guest the greatest consider- 
ation here about the time he seemed 
to be in the least esteem at home.” 
Probably any other man possessing an 
ordinary share of modesty, when sus- 
pended by his Diocesan, and forbid- 
den to officiate in any way, would 
have refrained from thrusting himself 
into notoriety, and thus challenging 
attention to his personal character. 
When a man sets up asa public teach- 
er, assuming a virtue and knowledge 
superior to others, it is fair to apply 
the Apostle’s method of reasoning : 
“ Thou therefore that teachest another, 
teachest thou not thyself?” By his 
recent book which is a challenge to 
Episcopalians specially, and to Protes- 
tants generally, he assumes that Rom- 
anism is so much better than any other 
form of Christianity, that we may with- 
out impertinence ask, is it not capable 
of making any finer specimen of man- 
hood than himself? * Milton says we 
put our best selves in our writings, and 
in every page of this work we may 
It is the 
man who by force of sheer impudence 


trace the writer’s character. 


stand 
aghast, has thrust himself into New 


that would make most men 
York society, having no credentials 
but his own self-assertion. We see 
the bland manners that necessarily 
savor of flunkyism because they 
have been imitated from his masters, 
the assumption of high breeding which 


like varnish covers the natural plebeian 
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origin of one born in a poor laun- 
dress’s attic; the unscrupulous asser- 
tions, the insinuating efforts to win 
confidence, the careful avoidance of all 
subjects which require deep research 
and solid learning, the art of talking 
on the subject one knows best, of 
listening judiciously, of discovering as 
by intuition a man’s weak side, of ac- 
commodating one’s self to all sorts of 
society, and carefully appraising a 
man with a view to seeing how much 
All this co- 
exists with the contemptuous cynicism 


can be got out of him. 


of one quite d/ase at heart, hating 
everybody, all the more so because 
this society mask must be always kept 
on, and the stereotyped smile and 
suave demeanour ever ready. Anun- 
fortunate reporter who discovered him 
surreptiously imbibing his port wine 
after alecture at Chickering Hall, was 
snubbed in a rude and coarse manner. 
Before he could recover himself, a rich 
man appeared in the door-way, and 
Monsignor rushed forward with the 
most gracious smile, “ My dear Mr. 





how are you?” ‘The man was 


instantly changed. Those who know 
him in private are aware that the un- 
bounded vanity which is the key to his 
character, shows itself ina hard, unfeel- 
a good talker 


ing selfishness. But g 
and a judicious flirter, such as Mon- 
signor proved himself at the fashionable 
balls, are an acquisition to society, 
which shuts its eyes to the faults of a 
popular person, 

Capel admits that the aim and end 
of all religion is to make us better and 
happier. He also knows that sins that 
may perchance be overlooked ina lay- 
man, assume greater proportions in a 
clergyman. No business man in this 
city could hold up his head if openly 
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charged with embezzlement. Yet 
Monsignor Capel has been so charged 
before a very large audience, and the 
proofs are said to be forthcoming when 
required. It is alsoconsidered honest 
The condition of 


Capel is that of a bankrupt “ enlarged,” 


to pay one’s debts. 


that is, set at liberty conditionally. 
The condition is that, if during the 
next three years following his enlarge- 
ment, he receives money over and 
above a certain sum fixed by the court 
for his maintenance, he is bound to 
Legally this 
righteous enactment may be evaded in 


give it to his creditors. 


these United States, but anyone pre- 
tending to common honesty would feel 
that there was a moral obligation to 
comply with it. 

What is thought of a man who with 
next to no income, keeps up the style of 
one with a fortune—who lives on cred- 
it and expectations, little caring for the 


} 


misery he brings upon. struggling 


tradesmen who trust him ? 
The history of the Kensington Villa 


(formerly Sothern’s), the elegant dinner 


foolishly 


parties, the handsome turn-out, the 
lavish display, was told in the London 
Bankruptcy Court, and admirers of 
Capel should read up the narrative. 
Doubtless there are people who admire 
“smartness,” and feel a sneaking kind- 
ness for a man who can take people in 
adroitly, and these may be largely of 
the number of Capel’s adherents. <A 
specimen of this sharp practice is 
seen in the story of the Roman Catho- 
lic College in London, of which Capel 
was rector and demolisher. Years ago 
Cardinal Newman formed a project 
for building a college at Oxford over 
which he was to preside, using his great 
name and influence for the purpose of 
attracting the undergraduates to Pope- 
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ry. Cardinal Manning, who always 
had a strong aversion to his old Alma 
Mater, so prejudiced Pius IX. against 
the plan, that he forbade it, and Cardi- 
nal Newman sold the ground which 
had actually been purchased as the 
Then Cardinal 
Manning started his college in Ken- 
sington. 


site of the building. 


No one for a moment sup- 
posed it would succeed, and Capel 
only accelerated its downfall by the 
The Cardi- 


nal and his friends are perhaps a little 


grossest mismanagement. 


severe in blaming him for the entire 
fiasco. Charges of the gravest nature 
were preferred against Capel by his 
Diocesan, and he was tried at Rome. 
The verdict was“ Von probatus.”” Inthe 
procedure of the ecclesiastical courts 
at Rome this has the same value as in 
the civil courts in Scotland, where “‘zo/ 
proven” means that, though there may 
be a strong moral presumption of guilt 
against the accused, there is not suffi- 
cient /egal evidence to convict. 

Then, by way of reprisals, Capel set 
about negotiations to once more ac- 
Cardinal plan, 
which his benefactor and former friend 
Cardinal Manning so dislikes. e 
actually succeedgd, and Leo XIII. 
has consented to the establishment of 
a Roman Catholic College at Oxford, 
which is to be placed under the rule of 


complish Newman’s 


the Jesuits. To crown all, he sent in a 
claim upon Cardinal Manning for 
4£,4,000, for his splendid mismanage- 
ment, and though he could not have 
claimed anything, the Cardinal has 
since given him £3,000. Those who 
know how extremely cautious the Car- 
dinal is, how long he weighs a matter 
ere arriving at aconclusion, ought to 
set more value upon Ais estimate of 
Capel, after years of intimate acquain- 











tance, than upon their own. If space 
permitted, much might be added to 
show that this brilliant small-talker, 
accomplished driver-out, and general 
“snapper-up of unconsidered trifles ” 
that may be cunningly used to his own 
advantage, is governed only by a su- 
preme devotion to self. The Mew 
York Herald devoted a column and a 
half to a review of his book, but every 
proposition it sets forth has been ably 
refuted by a scholar of the highest 
rank, in“ Plain Reasons agatnst Joining 
the Church of Rome,” by Dr. Frederick 
Littledale. 

The dogmatic tone of Capel’s book 
The 


number of his converts is greatly ex- 


is just like his conversation. 


aggerated, but I believe not one of 
them was converted by sound ¢Aco/ogi- 
cal reasoning. He has a way of “sit- 
ting down” upon timid people, and 
using his strong 


5 


asserting mind to 
overawe them. His chief victims are 
women of an excitable temperament, 
or men who have no religion. He 
begins by agreeing with them in almost 
all their opinions, and, in an oppor- 
tune moment persuades them that they 
really hold Romish essentials already; 
vanity is invoked; Protestantism is 
pronounced as too mean for such an 
intellect; the aid of other perverts is 
called in, the most alluring aspect of 
Popery is presented; and by and by 
the lady is lifted upon a high wave 
of sentimentalism by a whirl of ideas 
that assume no definite form, and 
she goes over to Rome. Let any 
scholar take the pains to verify the 
quotations from the Fathers in this 
book. If you 


page one, and a dozen from page two, 


take two words from 


and a dozen more at page twenty, you 
may make up a passage ; but is this 


’ 
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literary honesty ? Yet it is the Capel 


mode. Some men are liked all the 
better for being better known. They 
improve upon acquaintance, though at 
first they created anything but an 
agreeable impression. Monsignor Ca- 
pel is of the reverse class. He shines 
at once like the flare of a fire made 


His talk is like the fizz of 


newly drawn champagne, as frothy and 


of straw. 
as insidious. But when you come to 
think it over, there is not one thing 
which you care to retain. So of the 
book. 


wit did of a 


We may say of it as a certain 
MS. submitted for hts 
inspection, “In this book there are 
many things both new and true, but 
unfortunately the things which are new 
are not true, and the things which are 
true are not new.”’ 
= 

Ar A recent meeting, Father O’Con- 

Reformed Catholic 


received a letter not 


nor, the Pastor, 
said that he 
long since from a Roman Catholic 
priest who was yet a pastor of a 


church of that denomination, in 


which the writer expressed a desire to 
come out and jointhem. ‘The speaker 
was now cautious from past experience, 
and wrote to a physician residing in 
the parish and received a satisfactory 
reply in which the clergyman was 
highly eulogized. The priest referred 
to wrote to him not to mention his 
name yet, as he had not fully made up 
his mind. He wished all to pray for 
this priest who had not the courage to 
come out yet. But they should re- 
member the great sacrifices which 
priests have to make in leaving their 
church. ‘There were more than two 
hundred priests in the United States to 
day like the one he referred to. He 
wished them to pray for all such men 
to strengthen them so that they would 
come out for the Lord.—Brooklyn 


Eagle. 
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THE NUN’S APPEAL. 


By Martin F. Tupper. 








Who shall deliver me? Whither to fly ? 
How to escape from these deaths that I die? 


Pity me—save me—the desolate one, 
Who is buried alive as a Carmelite Nun! 


Buried alive ! yea, dumb, deaf, and blind, 


Crush'd and downtrodden in heart and in mind; 

Silent and lone in my dark prison cell, 

Or haply at times—as my tongue dare not tell— 
Tempted and terrified—God ! can I speak 

Of what freezes my heart though it burns on my cheek ? 
Ah! once I was young, and I know I was fair, 

For Ae praised my blue eyes and my bright golden hair ; 
I loved him—woe’s me! but he heeded me not ; 

I was mad, I was weak! he forsook, he forgot! 

Then I sought for some refuge ; O where should I search, 
Except with the Abbess, the Priest, and the Church ? 


They caught me and flattered me, calm'd my poor heart, 
Wounded and agonized, sore in its smart ; 

‘They hid me from friends who still sought me in vain— 
Alas! I derided their love and their pain— 

Elated, that dear Mother Church took me in, 

Earth’s sorrow to soothe, Heaven’s glory to win. 

My wrongs were their scoff, and my soul was their scorn ; 
My body—O would I had never been born! 

Prisoned and tortured and tempted for years, 

Till years are forgotten in darkness and tears ! 

O, not all at once, but by bitter degrees 

I drank that full cup of deceit to the lees ; 

From the hour when a bridal-robed victim I lay 

At the foot of the altar on Sacrifice-day. 


And then that foul blackness of darkness came down, 
The shroud and black serge of a nun, the Priests’s own! 
Silenced with all men, save only with him, 

The tempting confessor, so glozing and grim— 
Silenced, no commerce by look or by breath 

With woman or man to the day of my death ! 


Commerce? Oh terror! that Priest is at hand, 

My Father Confessor, so black and so bland ; 

I tremble to see him! For penance sake? No! 
Though scourge, fast, and vigil have stricken me so; 
Itremble! O help, Lady Abbess !—at least 

For sisterhood, save—from the priest! from the priest! 








With misery’s moaning and lunacy’s shout, 
I shriek, I implore—iet me out! let me out! 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL McCLOSKEY. 


Second Series, 

LETTER II. 
, New York, January 20, 1885. 
SIR : 

In another part of this issue of THe ConverTED CaTHotic you will read 
an article by an English priest on Monsignor Capel. The writer of that article 
and Capel were associates in the priesthood in London for many years, and 
what he says of this “apostle to the genteel” can be relied on as the personal 
experience of one who knows his subject thoroughly. 

Monsignor Capel just now is somewhat of a free lance, who holds his 
commission to preach and lecture directly from the Pope. He is therefore in- 
dependent of you, and yet by favor of his Roman commission he has obtained 
a foothold here that makes him rather than you the mouth-piece of Romish 
doctrine. In a recent lecture in this city he spoke of the Inquisition, and not 
only justified it, but praised it as one of the noblest institutions of your Church, 

It was fitting that the defence and justification of this institution should 
take place in the Church of the Dominican Fathers. ‘The name of Saint Dom- 
inic is forever linked with the atrocious crimes perpetrated by him and his 
successors as inquisitors-general of the Ao/y Inquisition. In late years it has 
been the fashion to believe that the Inquisition is a thing of the past; that it 
existed only during the dark period of the Middle Ages, when men were 
barbarians and could be controlled only by brute force, when even the truths 
of religion could be inculcated and presented only by fear. But of course, in 
this enlightened age, there was no Inquisition to torture and burn those who 
could not agree with the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church. This foolish 
notion is set at rest by Capel. He says the Inquisition is in full force to-day, 
and is governed by twelve Cardinals at Rome. If its influence is not as great 


‘ 


in the present as it has been in the past, it is because it has not the “arm of 
the flesh ”’ 
the Inquisition can be used as of yore for the extirpation of heresy, the hearts 
of those Cardinals will be made glad; and Capel smacked his lips in anticipa- 
tion of the joyful day. 

Meanwhile it will not be out of place to take a survey of this institution, 
to see whether it is adapted to our times. 


to enforce its authority. Should the time come when the power of 


The Inquisition had its origin in the efforts put forth by the Popes to ex- 
tirpate the Waldenses. Peter Waldo, from whom these Christians were 
named, was a native of Bohemia who, in the middle of the twelfth century, 
preached against the corruptions of the Papal Church. He had many follow- 
ers among those who had preserved the purity of the faith once delivered to 
the saints. Roman Catholic writers are compelled to acknowledge that the 
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Waldenses were truly a godly people. Your St. Bernard, a cotemporary of Peter 
Waldo, says of them: “If you ask them of their faith, nothing can be more 
Christian-like; if you observe their conversation, nothing can be more blame- 
less, and what they speak they make good by their actions.” Claudius, Arch- 
bishop of ‘Turin, writes: “ Their heresy excepted, they generally live a purer 
life than other Christians. . . . They are without reproach among men, addicting 
themselves with all their might to the service of God.” Why then were they 
persecuted? ‘The answer is given by Cassini, a Franciscan friar: “ All the 
errors of these Waldenses,” he says, “consisted in this, that they denied the 
Church of Rome to be the Holy Mother Church, and would not obey her 
traditions.” 

From Thuanus, a distinguished Roman Catholic historian, we learn that 
they were justly accused of believing [Glory to God! that the same accusa- 
tion can be justly brought against us, converted Catholics of the nineteenth 
century, for we believe the same] “that the Church of Rome, because it re- 
nounced the true faith of Christ, was the Scarlet Woman mentioned in the 
Scriptures ; that no obedience was to be paid to the Pope, or to the bishops 
who maintain her errors; that a monastic life was the sink and dungeon of the 
Church, the vows of celibacy being vain, and serving only to promote the vile 
love of uncleanness ; that the orders of the priesthood were marks of the great 
beast mentioned in Revelations ; that the fire of purgatory, the solemn mass, 
the worship of saints, and propitiations for the dead were the devices of Satan!” 
What grand Protestants those Waldenses were, even four hundred years before 
Luther arose. ‘To-day they hold the same faith in Christ, and the same detes 
tation of Popish principles ; and I rejoice to learn by a recent letter from Rome 
that they have taken steps toward consolidating their Church with the Free 
Italian Church, with which Father Gavazzi is identified. 


The In 


juisition was established for the suppression of the Waldensian 
‘heresy,” but it soon found its hands full, for light was dawning on many 
minds, and heretics were springing up on every side. So numerous were they 
that in the year 1233 Pope Gregory IX. made the Inquisition a distinct tribunal, 
and committed to the Dominican friars the task of discovering and bringing to 
judgment all heretics of whatever degree. 

From Italy it was introduced into Spain, Its proceedings at first were 
conducted with some show of judicial fairness, but under friar ‘Thomas ‘Torque- 
mada, the Inquisitor-general in 1483, it became the most fearful institution the 
world has ever seen. Its secret spies were more numerous than the priests and 
monks, who, of course, were the leaders in the deadly work. ‘The person and 
property of all suspected individuals were seized upon, and to encourage in- 
formers anonymous informations were received without scruple. In this way 
persons were induced to become informers from private malice as well as from 
pious scruples. One prosecution was often the means of fastening the suspi- 
cion of heresy on a number of individuals; for it was an invariable rule with 
the inquisitors not to inform a suspected person of the particular object for 


which he was arrested, but to commence by desiring him to task his memory 
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and say if he recollects having seen or heard anything which appeared to be 
inconsistent with the Roman Catholic faith ; thus stimulating his selfish fears : 
if he denounces others he may escape. 

Without acquainting him either with his accuser or the charge brought 

against him, every art is employed, both by the judges in the repeated examina- 
tions to which they subject him, and also by the jailer to whose care he is 
intrusted, to induce the prisoner to confess that he has been guilty of some 
offence against the Roman Catholic faith. ‘The torture, in which every bone 
was moved from its socket, and the blood was made two start from every vein in 
the body, was used to extort this confession. ‘Three kinds of torture were 
generally used—ihe pulley, the rack, and fire, the hail of torture being situated 
under ground in order that the cries of the victims might not be heard in the 
other parts of the building. One of the historians of the Inquisition thus de- 
scribes these tortures : 
“The first torture was inflicted by suspending a pulley from the roof of the 
hall, with a strong rope passed through it. ‘The executioners put shackles on 
the feet of the victim and suspended heavy weights from them. His hands 
were then bound behind his back, and the rope from the pulley securely fast- 
ened to his wrists. In this position he was raised from the ground, and, if he 
still refused to confess, was flogged while suspended. He was then allowed to fall 
suddenly, but in such a manner that neither his feet nor the weights touched 
the ground, in order to render the shock of the body greater. 

“The torture of the rack was inflicted by stretching the victim on his back 
along a wooden horse or hollow bench, with sticks across like a ladder. To 
this his head, hands and feet were bound in such a manner as to leave no room 
tomove. ‘The horse or bench was then moved, literally racking his limbs with 
pain; and while in this position water was slowly dropped into his mouth on 
a piece of ribbon, which glided down his throat and produced all the sensations 
of drowning. 

“In the torture by fire, the prisoner was placed naked in the stocks; the 
soles of his feet were greased with lard and placed on hot irons, where they 
were perfectly fried.” 

But the crowning horror of the Inquisition was the auéo-da-fe, or public 
burning of heretics ; yet I do not know whether I would not rather be burned 
than undergo the tortures preceding death, described as follows by Father 
Gavazzi: 

“The most horrible death was that by water. ‘The victim was tied in a 
sitting posture, on a stone; his arms were bound behind his back ; over his 
face was placed an tron mask, which was opened only once a day, when a 
Dominican friar gave him his allowance of bread and water. From above, a 
drop of water, a single drop, fell constantly on his head, and always on the 
same spot, for the head was so secured with an iron chain and ring that he 
could not move it. After a few days the hair was worn away from the spot on 
which the unceasing drop fell; after a few weeks the skin was macerated. 
Day after day, week after week, month after month, and in some few instances, 
year after year, the drop continued to fall, until at last the skull was perforated; 
and then the first drop that touched the exposed brain was the charitable drop 
which released the poor victim from the hands of the * priests of Christ !’”’ 


From the twelfth to the sixteenth century the victims of the Inquisition 
could be counted by hundreds of thousands, the “crime” of many of them 


being merely a suspicion of heresy against your Church. The Reformation of 
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the sixteenth century put a check to its progress, because the “ heretics,” under 
the brave leadership of Luther and his companions, overcame the powers of 
evil. But the Jesuits gave it new life, and it continued to flourish in Spain and 
Italy until the present generation. “ In Seville in Spain,” says Father Gavazzi, 
“ as late as 1822, there was visible a large furnace, built expressly in order to 
burn in it at the same time not less than three hundred human beings. The 
day of execution was a great festival. The victims, having mitres of paper on 
their heads, and wearing shirts painted over with flames and devils, were con- 
ducted to their doom; and the last words of the Inquisitors, as they handed 
the condemned over to the lay executioner, were, ‘ be kind to them and spare 











their blood !’ In a few minutes they were ashes, and their ashes were cast into Ge 
the river!” x. 
Well might the poet address the wonderful city of Seville on this harrowing Al 
subject : ch 
“Ves! thou art ‘ Wonderful !"—but oh, of 
"Tis sad to think, ’mid scenes so bright 
As thine, fair Seville, sounds of woe. 
And shrieks of pain and wild affright, Tl 
And soul-wrung groans of deep despair, his 
And blood, and death should mingle there! da 
“Ves! thou art ‘Wonderful !’—the flames TI 
That on thy towers reflected shine, dri 
While earth’s proud Lords and high-born Dames, the 
Descendants of a mighty line, 
With cold unalter’d looks are by - 
To gaze, with an unpitying eye, sta 
On wretches in their agony. 
‘All speak thee ‘ Wonderful ’—the phrase ch: 
Befits thee well—the fearful blaze ant 


Of yon piled fagots’ lurid light, 
Where writhing victims mock the sight,— 
The scorched limb shrivelling in its chains,— 


The hot blood parched in living veins,— tre 
‘he crackling nerve—the fearful knell, ew 
Wrung out by that remorseless bell,_— wo 
Those shouts from human fiends that swell,— th: 
‘That withering scream, that frantic yell,— ie 
All, Seville,—all too truly tell 
Thou art a‘ Marvel ’—and a Hell! Hy 
God! that the worm whom thou hast made Pa 
Should thus his brother worm invade! 
Count deeds like these good service done, " 
And deem 7/ine eye looks smiling on!” vi 
ant 


“The tragedy’s done! and we now draw a veil 
O’er a scene which makes outraged humanity quail; 
The last fire’s exhausted, and spent like a rocket, 
The last wretched heretic’s burnt down in his socket, 
The barriers are open, and all, saints and sinners, 
Popes, Bishops and Priests, can go home to their dinners.” 


Adieu! till next month, Cardinal. 
James A, O’Connor. 


’ 
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ROME: PAGAN AND PAPAL. 


(Continued from Page 64.) 


God, whd is the sole infallible judge, or delegate of Christ, Judex vice Christi. 


“He was made bishop,” says Jortin, “and made himself lord and master, of 
Alexandria.” “ He acted like a sovereign prince, and shut up all the Novatian 
churches, taking away their plate and furniture, and all the goods and chattels 
of their bishop.” 

At that time there were some forty thousand Jews residing in Alexandria. 
These had made an onslaught on the Christians, and it was thus that Cyril took 
his revenge. Without any magisterial sanction, he led a seditious multitude at 
dawn of day to destroy the synagogues, and succeeded in effecting his purpose. 
The Jews, taken by surprise and unarmed, were not able to resist ; they were 
driven out of the city, and the pillage of their quarter rewarded the exertions of 
the Christian mob. ‘Thus was Alexandria impoverished by the loss of a wealthy 
and industrious colony, which had been for centuries protected by special 
statutes. 

But a yet darker crime is, it 1s to be feared, connected with Cyril’s patriarchal 
chair. The Roman governor of Alexandria, Orestes, was attacked in his chariot 
and severely wounded by five hundred monks from the desert, the creatures of 
Cyril, from whose hands he was delivered by some loyal citizens. The ring- 
leader of the monks, who was cruelly executed, was, though a rebel and assassin, 
treated as a martyr by Cyril, who buried him with grand solemnities, and highly 
eulogized him from the pulpit of the cathedral. Shortly afterwards something 
worse followed. Orestes and Cyril were at variance, and a rumor was abroad 
that their reconciliation was impeded by a person renowned, not merely in that 
city, but throughout the whole of civilized Europe. This was the celebrated 
Hypatia, whose statue in marble some of my readers may have seen in the last 
Paris Axposition. It is thus that Gibbon tells her dark story : 

“Daughter of Theon, the mathematician, she was initiated into her father’s 
studies. Her learned comments have elucidated the geometry of Apollonius 
and Diophantus, and she publicly taught, both at Athens and Alexandria, the 
philosophy of Plato and Aristotle. In the bloom of beauty, and in the maturity 
of wisdom, the modest maid refused her lovers and instructed her disciples. 
The persons most illustrious for their rank or merit were impatient to visit the 
female philosopher, and Cyril beheld with a jealous eye the gorgeous train of 
horses and slaves which crowded the door of her academy. . . . Ona fatal 
day, in the holy season of Lent, Hypatia was torn from her chariot, stripped 
naked, dragged to the church, and inhumanly butchered by the hands of Peter 
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the Reader, and a troop of savage and merciless fanatics: her flesh was scraped 
from her bones with sharp oyster-shells, which lay near, and her quivering limbs 
were delivered to the flames. The just progress of inquiry and punishment was 
stopped by seasonable gifts; but the murder of Hypatia has imprinted an in. 
delible stain on the character and religion of Cyril of Alexandria.” ‘‘ At the 
mention of that injured name,” adds Gibbon in a note, “ I am pleased to observe 
a blush even on the cheek of Baronius.” 

Cyril professed his innocence; but since he wouldjneither give up, nor even 
excommunicate, the murderers, we can draw but one inference. 

‘he monks of Alexandria, with their patriarch Cyril, shared a Paganism 
which they held in common with that “rout that made the hideous roar,” the 
murderers of the sweet-voiced Orpheus. ‘They had indeed been baptized, but 
what difference was there in heart between them and the fierce Bacchantes who 
tore the poet’s limbs asunder? Were not both monks and Thracian women 


Heathens alike? “ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 


And yet this Cyril was a saint! 


CHAPTER V. 














tHE COMPROMISING SPIRIT OF THE EARLY CHURCH 





We have sketched some of the corruptions of early Christianity; it is time 
to inquire tu what causes they were mainly due. And the answer undoubt- 
edlv is—To the compromising spirit of the nominal Church. 

‘ Rome,” says Professor Blunt, “was under a temptation to mingle sacred 
and profane together. It did not, like Constantinople, rise at once a Christian 
capital. The Gospel was gradually introduced into it, and had to win its way 
by slow degrees through the ancient sympathies and inveterate habits of the 
Pagan city. It was a maxim with some of the early promoters of the Christian 
cause to do as little violence as possible to existing prejudices. They would 
run the risk of Barnabas being confounded with Jupiter, and Paul with Mer- 
cury. In the transition from Pagan to Papal Rome much of the old material 
was worked up. ‘The Heathen temples became Christian churches ; the altars 
of the gods, altars of the saints; the curtains, incense, tapers, votive tablets 
remaining the same; the aquaminarium was still the vessel for holy water ; 
St. Peter stood at the gate instead of Cardea; St. Roque or St. Sebastian in 
the bedroom, instead of the ‘Phrygian Penates’; St. Nicholas was the sign of 
the vessel, instead of Castor and Pollux; the Mater Deum became the Ma- 
donna; ‘alms pro Mater Deum’ became alms for the Madonna ; the festival 
of the Mater Deum, the festival of the Madonna, or Zady Day; the Hostia, or 
victim, was now the Host; the ‘ Lugentes Campi,’ or dismal regions, Purga- 
tory ; the offerings to the Manes were masses for the dead.” 

Such is the testimony of Blunt, who adds in a note that the very name 
Purgatory is Heathen ; since the annual Feast of Purification in February was 


called “* Sacrum Purgatorium.” 
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“This mode of acting,” says Picart, in regard to the same subject, “ was 
not intended to Paganize, but wisely to countermine Paganism, and as a coun- 
terpoise—comme un contre-poids—to parry the reproaches that the Pagans made 
against the Christians” (vol. i., p. 16). 

“Wisely to countermine”’! Such is the wisdom of this world. But “ the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God”’ (1 Cor. iii., 19). 

The following quotation, also from Picart, illustrates the principle, alluded 
to above, of doing no violence to sinful prejudices and habits ; in other words, 
of doing evil that good may come. ‘‘In order to win the Pagans to Christ, 
instead of Pagan watchings and commemorations of their gods, the Christians 
rejoiced in vigils and anniversaries of their martyrs; and, to show that they 
had regard to the public prosperity, in place of those feasts in which the Heathen 
priests were wont to supplicate their gods for the welfare of their country— 
such as the Ambarvalia, Robigalia, etc.—they introduced rogations, litanies 
and processions made with naked feet, invoking Christ instead of Jupiter’’ (vol. 


‘ 


i, p. 26). And this, according to the writer, is the reason why “our fétes and 
ceremonies have generally a Pagan origin.” 

Thus we trace what has been faithfully called the introduction of a bap- 
tized Heathenism. As Didron expresses it, “ Christianity—his kind of Chris- 
tianity—/ound it necessary to appropriate the images of Paganism, and to 
purify them with a Christian ideality.” 

Yes; and Mohomet also found the same necessity in introducing his false 
religion : nor is the reason difficult to discover in either case. Neither a de- 
praved “Christianity,” nor Islam, possessed any innate power that could 
grapple with and overcome the older idolatrous creeds: therefore both false 
systems were constrained to compromise, The tribes that were to be “ Chris- 
tianized " were allowed to transfer the peculiar worship of their old divinity to 
a patron saint of similar attributes. And, in much the same way, Mohomet 
also was forced to suit himself to circumstances. 

“Old Sabean ceremonies and superstitions were so intimately connected 
with the social life of the Arabs that Mohomet was compelled to leave them 
almost as they were, contenting himself with forbidding a few of the most glar- 
ing and vicious abuses. Thus the mummeries of the Haji pilgrimage, with the 
visitation of the sacred mountains of Safa and Merwa, where two favorite idols 


used to stand ; the custom of pelting the devil in the vale of Mina ; the sacri- 


; 
fices on the same spot : the festival of the new moon, and a thousand other 
Pagan rites and observances, were left to temper the creed of the iconoclastic 
prophet.”—London Times, January 3d, 1880. 

In opposition to this time-serving complaisance on the part of false Chris- 
tian and Mohometan, with what majesty does the uncompromising simplicity 
of the religion of Jesus stand forth, proclaiming in the ears of all men 

“ He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life ; and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him” 
(John iii., 36). 
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CHAPTER VI, 
FURTHER EVIDENCE OF THE COMPROMISING SPIRIT OF THE EARLY CHURCH. 


In further confirmation of the previous chapters on the early corruption 
of Christianity, we quote the following passage from Merivale’s Lectures on 
Early Church History, in which the Dean give his views on the Paganized 
condition of the Church in the fifth century—a period which many are wont 
to consider comparatively pure. 

“ But neither Leo—that is Leo the Great, Pope from A.b. 440 to A.D. 461 
--nor, I think, the contemporary doctors of the Church, seem to have had an 
adequate sense of the process by which the whole essence of Paganism was, 
throughout their age, constantly percolating the ritual of the Church, and the 
hearts of the Christian multitude. It is not to these teachers that we can 
look for a warning— 

“That the fasts prescribed by the Church had their parallel in the absti- 
nence imposed by certain Pagan creeds ; 

“That the Monachism which they extolled so warmly, and which spread 
so rapidly, was, in its origin, a purely Pagan institution, common to the 
religions of India, ‘Thibet and Syria ; 

“That the canonizing of saints and martyrs, the honors paid to them, and 
the trust reposed in them, were simply a revival of the old Pagan mythologies ; 

“That the m tiple ition of ceremonies, together with processions, lights, 
incense, vestments, and votive offerings, was a mere Pagan appeal to the 
senses, such as can never fail to enervate man’s moral fibre ; 

“That, in short, the general aspect of Christian devotion was a faint, and 
rather frivolous, imitation of the cld Pagan ritual. 

“ The working of true Christianity was never more faint among the masses ; 
the approximation of Church usage to the manners and customs of Paganism 
1ever really closer. 

“Surely we must complain that all this manifest evil was not, at this time, 
denounced by the teachers of the Christian Church ; nay, that it was rather 
fostered and favored by them.” 

A little further on he remarks: 

“The spirit of the old (Heathen) traditions had become to a great extent 
merged in the popular Christianity, and actually assimilated to it. 

“The multitudes, half-Christian and half-Pagan, met together in those 
unhappy days to confuse the Feast of the Nativity with the Feast of the Sat- 
urnalia (in honor of Saturn) ; the Feast of the Purification with the Feast of 
the Lupercalia (in honor of Pan); and the Feast of the Rogations with the 
Feast of the Ambarvalia (in honor of Ceres).” 

Such is the opinion of Dean Merivale. We will now cite the testimony of 
a layman to the same effect, an extract from a well-known book, Afathew's 
Diary of an Invalid: 





it 
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“Amongst the antiquities of Rome you are shown the Temple of Romulus, 
built round the very house in which they say he lived. Need we go further to 
seek the prototype of the tale of the house of Loretto ? 

“The modern worship of saints is a revival of the old adoration paid to 
heroes and demigods. 

“What are nuns with their vows of celibacy, but a new edition of the vestal 
virgins ? 

“What the tales of images falling from heaven, but a repetition of the old 
fable of the Palladium of Troy ? 

“ Instead of tutelary gods, we find guardian angels. 

“ The canonization of a saint is but another term for the apotheosis of a 
hero. 

“The processions are clearly copied from ancient patterns. 

“The lustral water, and the incense of the Heathen temple, remain with- 
out alteration in the holy water and in the censer of the Church. 

“The daily ‘ Sacrifice of the Mass’ seems to be copied from the victin— 
hostia— of the Heathen ritual. 

“The ceremonial of Isis to have been revived in the indecent emblems 
presented by women; ¢. g., at Isernia, near Naples, up to the year 1790, as vo- 
tive offerings at the shrine of S. Cosmo in that city. 

“Nay, some would trace the Pope himself, with the triple crown on his 
head and the keys of heaven and hell in his pocket, to our old acquaintance 
Cerberus with his three heads, who keeps guard at the custos of Tartarus and 
Elysium. 

“The very same piece of brass which the old Romans worshipped as 
Jupiter, with a new head on its shoulders—like an old friend with a new face 
—is now, in St. Peter’s, adored with equal devotion by the modern Italians. 

“And, as if they wished to make the resemblance as perfect as possible, 
they have, in imitation of his Pagan prototype, surrounded the tomb of the 
Apostle with a hundred ever-burning lights.”’ 

“Centum aras posuit, vigilemque sacraverat ignem 
Virg. Een, iv., 200. 

The writer further observes that ‘ Some traces of the old Heathen supersti- 
tions are indeed constantly peeping out from under their Roman Catholic dis- 
guises. We cannot so inoculate our old stock but that we shall relish by it. 
If anything could have improved the tree. it must have borne better fruit by 
being grafted with Christianity. But in many particulars, so far as Italy is 
concerned, all the change produced has been a mere change of name” (p. go). 

Just in the same strain Forsyth, a man well acquainted with Italy, and 
possessed of a fine classic taste, writes as follows : 

“T have found the statue cf a god pared down into a Christian saint; a 
Heathen altar converted into a church box for the poor ; a Bacchanalian vase 
officiating as a baptismal font; a Bacchanalian tripod supporting the holy 
water basin; the sarcophagus of an old Roman adored as a shrine full of 
relics ; the brass columns of Jupiter Capitolinus now consecrated to the altar 
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of the Blessed Sacrament; and the tomb of Agrippa turned into a tomb of a 
Pope.”—Forsyth’s Z/aly, p. 124. 

And indeed all writers who are acquainted with antiquity—be they lay or 
clerical, Protestant or Papal, Italian or foreign—agree as to the Pagan origin 
of Rome’s present usages and ceremonies. It is a palpable fact that, in very 
early times, the nominal Church made a compromise. She soon ceased to cry, 
“Come out from among them, and be ye separate; and touch not the unclean 
thing.” There was no sound of the trumpet, no alarm of war, no protest, no 
extermination of idolatrous practices. A living Church in the midst of a sinful 
and adulterous generation must be an agressive Church : but here all was com- 
promise, polite assent, dilution, “the wine mingled with water.” There was, 
just as there is now, a tacit consent to keep unpleasant subjects in the shade. 
There was peace when there should have been the shout of battle, and “ Pa- 


ganism was assimilated, nor extirpated.” The leaders of the Church,” says 


“ec 


Merivale, “were afraid of any spiritual movement which should extend the 
limits of their dark outlook. ‘They scouted the more spiritual reformers of the 
ige, whom God will never suffer to be altogether wanting in His Church, and 
branded them as heretics, while they suppressed the testimony of their 
teaching.” 

How striking the likeness in the men of the present day to the Christians 
of the fifth century ; for the spirit of compromise is again abroad. And yet 
everything beyond St. Paul’s “ decently and in order,” everything belonging 
to the old Heathen rites, such as gorgeous ceremonial, “ high ritual,” * 


hese things belongs to the Gospel, not one is to be 


* stately 
worship ’’—not one of t 
found in the New Testament, not one is countenanced by the teachings of our 
Lord and His Apostles. All are but the devices of the natural unregenerate 
heart of man, and have, therefore, appeared in all ages, and among all nations, 
whatever their religion might be. 

Strange that those compromising priests of the early Church should noi 
have been able to decipher the mind of Him, whom they professed to own as 
God, by His direction given to His ancient people in circumstances very sim- 
ilar to their own. For the Israelites, like the early Christians, were set in the 
midst of an idolatrous people, and it is thus that they were commanded to deal 
with the abominations around them : 

“Ye shall utterly destroy all the places wherein the nations which ye 
shall possess served their gods, upon the high mountains, and upon the hills, 
and under every green tree: and ye shall overthrow their altars, and break 
their pillars, and burn their groves with fire ; and ye shall hew down the graven 


images of their gods, and destroy the names of them out of that place” 
(Deut. xii., 2, 3). 

But the teachers of the early Church could not resist the goodly Babylo- 
nish garment, and the shekels of silver, and the wedge’ of gold ; they did not 
prayerfully consider God's hatred of everything idolatrous: for had they done 
so, Christianity would not have been handed down to us the jumbie of Heath- 
enism which it is. 


(Zo be Continued.) 








